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Basic In-Ground Grease Trap Design
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“I’ve been here for
eleven years now.
I’ve never even
looked in the thing
(grease trap),
never had a
problem with it, it’s
always worked
great.”

-One Metro Atlanta Restaurant
Owner demonstrating a

common miscomception
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-**)� /$2�3%63(-1�� &8*� /,5(+(&:� ('� +(,7+*� /$2�,-:�5$'&'

,''$5(,&*)�9(&8�5+$1'�5,%'*)�7:�&8*�/+%'8(-1�

�**��#��D'������ ������ 	
����
���������������������
� 	
�����
�

���
���������
��/$2�)*&,(+*)�5+*,-(-1�,-)�6,(-&*-,-5*�6*&8$)'

,-)�'3*5(/(5�&(3'�$-�32$3*2�6,(-&*-,-5*�$/�12*,'*�&2,3'�

�,-:� 3*$3+*� ,''%6*� &8,&� &8*� ,6$%-&� $/� '3*-&� ���

1*-*2,&*)�,&�,�3,2&(5%+,2�'(&*�('�)(2*5&+:�2*+,&*)�&$�&8*�&:3*

$/�/$$)�7*(-1�32*3,2*)��7%&�&8('�('�$/&*-�-$&�&8*�5,'*���8*

(63$2&,-5*�$/�6,(-&,(-(-1�,�5+*,-�,-)�32$3*2+:�$3*2,&(-1

12*,'*�&2,3�('�$/&*-�%->-$9-�$2�$4*2+$$>*)�7:�/$$)�'*24(5*

$3*2,&$2'���?*5,%'*�'3*-&�����/(++'�,�12*,'*�&2,3�/2$6�&8*

&$3�)$9-��(&�('�8,2)�&$�6*,'%2*�&8*�)*3&8�$2�C/%++-*''D�$/

,�12*,'*� &2,3�$-�4('%,+� (-'3*5&($-�� �&�������� 
�����	��
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Who Regulates Operation of Grease Traps?
�*3*-)(-1�$-�98*&8*2�&8*�)('58,21*�$/�9,'&*9,&*2�*//+%*-&

/2$6�,� /$$)� '*24(5*� *'&,7+('86*-&� /+$9'� &$� ,�6%-(5(3,+

'*9*2� ':'&*6�$2� &$� ,� 32(4,&*+:� $9-*)�$-�'(&*�9,'&*9,&*2

&2*,&6*-&� ':'&*6�9(++� )*&*26(-*�98(58� *-4(2$-6*-&,+

2*1%+,&$2:�,%&8$2(&:�9(++�$4*2'**�12*,'*�&2,3�$3*2,&($-�,-)

6,(-&*-,-5*�,&�,�3,2&(5%+,2�/,5(+(&:�

	$5,+� (-)%'&2(,+� 32*&2*,&6*-&� 32$12,6'�%'%,++:� 2*1%+,&*

12*,'*�&2,3�9,'&*9,&*2�*//+%*-&�&8,&�('�)('58,21*)�&$�3%7+(5+:

$9-*)� '*9*2� ':'&*6'�� ��$9*4*2�� (/� ,� /,5(+(&:D'�9,'&*9,&*2

('� &2*,&*)�$-�'(&*�� &8*-� 2*1%+,&$2:�3$9*2� /,++'� %-)*2� &8*

�*$21(,��(4('($-� $/� �%7+(5��*,+&8� ,-)� (&'� -*&9$2>� $/

5$%-&:�8*,+&8�)*3,2&6*-&'�

����
����#
��	��	���	��
���%���


�-�2*5*-&�:*,2'��6%-(5(3,+(&(*'�8,4*�(-52*,'*)�&8*�'5$3*�$/

9,'&*9,&*2�32*&2*,&6*-&�32$12,6'�&$�$4*2'**�2*'&,%2,-&'�

8$'3(&,+'��32('$-'��'58$$+'��5,/*&*2(,'�,-)�$&8*2�'3*-&����

)('58,21(-1� '(&*'� &$� 32*4*-&� 12*,'*� /2$6� *-&*2(-1� '*9*2

':'&*6'� ,-)� &$� 2*5$4*2� '*24(5*� 5$'&'� ,''$5(,&*)�9(&8� &8*

2*3,(2�,-)�5+*,-�%3�5,%'*)�7:�'*9*2�5+$1'�
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�
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 � !��������� !��"������� �

�
������ ��"�
���#� $����� ��
� ����� �%����%� $���� �����

���� ����� �

������������ ��� ���� ������ ��������� ��"�
���� ��� !��������� !��"������� ��%� ��"����������� �

�
�����&� � '����������� ��������%� ��� ���
� ������������ �
� �����"�%� ��� ��������

��%� ��������&� ��$�"��#� ���� ������������ ��� ���
� ������������ �
� ��� ���� ���%��
 � ��
(&� )������� ��� ���%���
#� 
��"���
#� ��� "��%��
� ��� ���
� ������������ %��
� ���� ���
������� ��

��%��
������ ��� ���� ������ ��� �������&� '����������� ��������%� ��� ���
� ������������ ���� ��� ����%� ������&� � ���
� %�������� �
� ������%� ��� �������%� ������ �
���� 
��� ��(&

�%22*-&+:�� ,7$%&� ��� 5(&(*'� (-� �*$21(,� $3*2,&*� '&,&*

,332$4*)�(-)%'&2(,+�32*&2*,&6*-&�32$12,6'����8*��*$21(,

�*3,2&6*-&� $/� �,&%2,+� �*'$%25*'�� �-4(2$-6*-&,+

�2$&*5&($-��(4('($-��$4*2'**'� &8*� +$5,+�32$12,6'�� ,'�9*++

,'�,5&(-1�,'�,�'&,&*9()*�32*&2*,&6*-&�32$12,6�/$2��*$21(,D'

2%2,+� ,2*,'�� � �&� ('� &8*� I$7� $/� 32*&2*,&6*-&� 32$12,6'� &$

9,&58)$1� 5$66*25(,+� 7%'(-*''*'� ,-)� (-)%'&2(*'� &8,&

)('58,21*�9,'&*9,&*2� /2$6� &8*(2�6,-%/,5&%2(-1� /,5(+(&(*'�

�-�6,-:�5(&(*'��&8('�(-5+%)*'�32$12,6'�&8,&�6$-(&$2�12*,'*

&2,3� 5+*,-(-1� ,-)� 6,(-&*-,-5*� ,&� /$$)� '*24(5*

*'&,7+('86*-&'�� � �$9*4*2�� ,'� &8*� 5,'*� ('� 9(&8�6,-:

1$4*2-6*-&�,1*-5(*'��6,-:�32*&2*,&6*-&�32$12,6'�)$�-$&

8,4*�&8*�2*'$%25*'�&$�$4*2'**�98,&�(-�6,-:�5,'*'�(-�%27,-

,2*,'�,6$%-&'�&$�8%-)2*)'�,-)�&8$%',-)'�$/�/$$)�'*24(5*

*'&,7+('86*-&'�

�**��#��D'�9*7'(&*�������'	������� /$2� ,� 2*/*2*-5*�6,3

,-)� +('&(-1� $/��*$21(,D'� '&,&*� ,332$4*)� 32*&2*,&6*-&

32$12,6'�� � �/� /$$)� '*24(5*�$3*2,&($-'�)*3$'(&�9,'&*9,&*2

(-&$� 3%7+(5+:� $9-*)� '*9*2� ':'&*6'�� (&� ('� (63$2&,-&� &8,&

&8*� +$5,+� 32*&2*,&6*-&� 32$12,6�7*� 5$-&,5&*)� &$� *-'%2*

5$63+*&*�2*1%+,&$2:�5$63+(,-5*�9(&8�*0('&(-1�2*1%+,&($-'�

�%+*'�,-)�2*1%+,&($-'�,))2*''(-1� &8*�4,2($%'� 2*E%(2*6*-&'

/$2�12*,'*�&2,3�(-'&,++,&($-�,-)�6,(-&*-,-5*�,'�9*++�,'�$&8*2

(-/$26,&($-�$-� +$5,+�32*&2*,&6*-&�32$12,6'�5,-�7*� /$%-)

(-� &8*� +$5,+� (�����)������
�	����� ,� '*3,2,&*� ���	��

���
�	����(''%*)�7:�*,58�6%-(5(3,+�$2�5$%-&:�9,&*2�':'&*6�

,-)�+$5,+�3+%67(-1�5$)*'�,-)�5(&:F5$%-&:�8*,+&8�5$)*'����$$)

'*24(5*� $3*2,&$2'� '8$%+)� 2*E%*'&�� 2*5*(4*�� 2*4(*9� ,-)

%-)*2'&,-)�&8*�'3*5(/(5�*-4(2$-6*-&,+�2%+*'�,-)�2*1%+,&($-'

1$4*2-(-1�*,58�$3*2,&($-�

(���	
���
)���#
��&#��
*	�#��
+	�����	��


�$$)�'*24(5*�*'&,7+('86*-&'�+$5,&*)�6$'&+:�(-�6$2*�2%2,+

,2*,'� $/� &8*� '&,&*��98(58�8,4*� $-�'(&*� '*9,1*� &2*,&6*-&

':'&*6'�&8,&�5$++*5&�,-)�&2*,&�'3*-&�����9(&8�-$�)('58,21*

&$�,�3%7+(5+:�$9-*)�'*9*2�':'&*6��/,++�%-)*2�&8*�I%2(')(5&($-

$/�'&,&*�,-)�+$5,+�3%7+(5�8*,+&8�32$12,6'�

�8*��*$21(,��*3,2&6*-&� $/��%6,-��*'$%25*'� ����!�

�(4('($-� $/� �%7+(5��*,+&8�� �-4(2$-6*-&,+��*,+&8� ,-)

�-I%2:��$-&2$+�?2,-58��$4*2'**'�,-��-4(2$-6*-&,+��*24(5*'

32$12,6�98$'*�6(''($-� ('� &$� G32$4()*� '%24*(++,-5*� $/

*-4(2$-6*-&,+�/,5&$2'�98(58�6,:�,)4*2'*+:�,//*5&�&8*�8*,+&8

$/�3*$3+*�,-)�/$2�5$63+(,-5*�9(&8�'&,&*� +,9'�H

�+$-1�9(&8�$4*2'**(-1�2*'&,%2,-&�/$$)�',/*&:��&8*��*$21(,

�(4('($-�$/��%7+(5��*,+&8� ,-)� &8*(2� ,''$5(,&*)� '&,&*9()*

-*&9$2>� $/� )('&2(5&� ,-)� 5$%-&:� $//(5*'� ,+'$� $3*2,&*� ,

32$12,6� &8,&� 2*1%+,&*'� ���
�
��	
� ����
��� (��	��

"	�	������� (�������� � ��+&8$%18�$4*2'**-� ,&� &8*� '&,&*

+*4*+��6$-(&$2(-1�$/�':'&*6'�('�&8*�2*'3$-'(7(+(&:�$/�)('&2(5&

,-)� +$5,+� *-4(2$-6*-&,+('&'�

K(&8(-� &8*� �-)(4()%,+��-�'(&*� �*9,1*��,-,1*6*-&

�:'&*6'�32$12,6�,2*� &8*� &9$�5$66(&&**'�,-)�$-*�7$,2)

&8,&�$4*2'**�'3*5(/(5�,2*,'����8*��*2&(/(5,&($-��*4(*9�?$,2)

���?!�('�2*'3$-'(7+*�/$2�&8*�5*2&(/(5,&($-�$/�3*2'$-'�98$

(-'&,++�� (-'3*5&�� 3%63�� '*24(5*� ,-)F$2�6,(-&,(-� $-�'(&*

'*9,1*�6,-,1*6*-&�':'&*6'��(-5+%)(-1�12*,'*�&2,3'!�

�8*��-&*2-*&�32$4()*'�)*&,(+*)�(-/$26,&($-�$-�&8*��*$21(,

�(4('($-� $/� �%7+(5��*,+&8D'� +$5,+� )('&2(5&'� ,-)� 5$%-&:

$//(5*'�� � ?:� 4(*9(-1� &8*(2� 9*7'(&*� ,&� ����*++

��	
�����	����	���+� (-/$26,&($-� ('�,4,(+,7+*�$-� (-)(4()%,+

'&,&*�3%7+(5�8*,+&8�$//(5*'�%'(-1�,-�(-&*2,5&(4*�6,3�

�	��%��
+	�����	��
� 
�%����#���	

�-*� ,))(&($-� 2*1%+,&$2:� ,1*-5:� 8,'� I%2(')(5&($-� $4*2

5*2&,(-� *-4(2$-6*-&,+� 2%+*'� ,-)� 2*1%+,&($-'� 1$4*2-(-1

�*$21(,D'� 12$5*2:� '&$2*'�� � �8*��*$21(,��*3,2&6*-&� $/

�12(5%+&%2*���2$5*2:� �&$2*'� �*5&($-� 2*4(*9'� 7+%*� 32(-&'

$/�2*&,(+�$3*2,&($-'�32($2�&$�&8*(2�5$-'&2%5&($-��(-5+%)(-1

12*,'*� &2,3'�� � � �$2�6$2*� (-/$26,&($-� 5$-5*2-(-1� 12*,'*

&2,3� 2*E%(2*6*-&'�� 12$5*2:� '&$2*� /$$)� '*24(5*� $3*2,&$2'

'8$%+)� 5$-&,5&� &8*� 32$12,6D'�6,-,1*2��?$7��8*22*2�� ,&

����!� "�"��"##�
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