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TABLE 15.  PROGRAMMED BIKEWAY PROJECTS 

Type Name Segment 
Length (feet) 

Total 
Length 
(feet) 

Total 
Length 
(miles) 

LCI Project 5th Street Bike-Ped LCI Project 555 

5,790 1.1 
LCI Project E. Solomon Street Bike-Ped LCI 

Project 
2,897 

LCI Project Hill Street Bike-Ped LCI Project 2,339 

SPLOST 
Project 

Fairmont School SPLOST Trail 1 1,957 

6,361 1.2 

SPLOST 
Project 

Fairmont School SPLOST Trail 2 321 

SPLOST 
Project 

Fairmont School SPLOST Trail 3 2,031 

SPLOST 
Project 

Fairmont School SPLOST Trail 4 2,052 
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TABLE 16.  PROPOSED BIKEWAY PROJECTS 

Type Name 
Segment 
Length 
(feet) 

Total 
Length 
(feet) 

Total 
Length 
(miles) 

Bikeway Broad Street - Bikeway 4,976 

161,021 30.50 

Bikeway County Line Road Bikeway 4,999 

Bikeway E. College Street Bikeway 11,323 

Bikeway E. Poplar St Bikeway 2,821 

Bikeway Shoal Creek Rd - W. Ellis Road Bikeway 17,003 

Bikeway Sunny Side - Teamon Rd Bikeway 3,727 

Bikeway W. Poplar St Bikeway 1,862 

Bikeway Westminster Bikeway 2,380 

Bikeway E. Solomon - Bikeway 3,942 

Bikeway Experiment Street - Lovers Lane Bikeway 9,064 

Bikeway Gloria St - Middlebrooks Rd Bikeway 2,197 

Bikeway Memorial Drive Bikeway 10,076 

Bikeway N.Hill Street Bikeway 10,635 

Bikeway Old Atlanta Rd - E. McIntosh Rd Bikeway 13,155 

Bikeway S. Pine St - Williamson Rd Bikeway 24,839 

Bikeway S.9th St-W.Poplar St Bikeway 1,958 

Bikeway E.Cappell St - N.5th Street Bikeway 2,732 

Bikeway S. Hill St-Airport-Everee Inn Rd Bikeway 8,606 

Bikeway W. Poplar St - Pine Street Bikeway 24,247 

Bikeway 5th Street Bikeway 481 
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TABLE 17.  SUMMARY OF PROGRAMMED AND PROPOSED BIKEWAY AND TRAIL/GREENWAY 
SYSTEM 

 
  

Facility Total Length Spalding County 
Segments 

City of Griffin 
Segments 

LCI Project (Griffin Bike-Pedestrian 
Improvements) 

1.1 miles -- 1.1 miles 

SPLOST Trails  Fairmont School 1.2 miles -- 1.2 miles 

Potential Bikeways 30.5 miles 15.5 miles 15.0 miles 

Potential Greenways (with Trails) 27.2 miles 23.6 miles 3.6 miles 
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LOW-COST / HIGH-VISIBILITY TRAIL/GREENWAY PROJECT 
 
One priority low-cost, high-visibility greenway/trail project is to pave the existing trails at the Lakes of 
Green Valley and connect them to Downtown Griffin as presented in the highlighted line below. 
han has the advantages of the existing trail and easements to allow the connection. 
Focusing on this first piece of the regional greenway/trail system could provide an important building 
block and momentum toward future additions. The existing trails at the Lakes of Green Valley are about 
two miles long. The connection to Griffin is estimated to require two miles of trails along easements and a 
0.8 miles extension of the East Solomon Street LCI project. The estimated cost for the LCI project 
extension is two million dollars. The 10-foot wide trail construction along the easement and at the Lakes 
of Green Valley is estimated to cost $2.6 million if concrete and $1.5 million if asphalt, including 
preliminary engineering and contingency.  
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BENEFITS OF TRAILS/GREENWAY SYSTEMS 
 
The benefits of trails and greenways have historically been classified into various categories including the 
following:  
 

 Health  
o Trails and greenways may provide a means of exercise to serves of all age groups within a 

community  
o Trails and greenways may help individuals incorporate fitness into their life styles thereby 

enhancing public health and wellness 
o Trails and greenways may  

 
 Transportation 

o Trails support multi-modal transport network 
o Trails and greenways may connects parks, schools, community centers and other amenities  
o Trails may provide transport option for those without vehicles or those unable to drive 

 
 Conservation  

o Greenways may help to preserve natural resources 
o Greenways may also help to improve water and air quality 
o Greenways and trails may enhance human interaction with nature 

 
 Historic Preservation 

o Trails and greenways may help to incentivize retrofitting historic structures 
o Trails and greenways may provide educational benefits both with eco- and historic learning 

kiosks and information  
o Trails and greenways may help to increase tourism  

 
 Economic 

o Trails and greenways may enhance community desirability and investment 
o Trails and greenways may help create new adjacent businesses and local jobs 

 

Economic Benefits of Trails/Greenways 

A specific analysis of the economic benefits of trails / greenways was undertaken as part of the CTP update.   
Recent studies of local trail systems within North Georgia have identified a strong 
pattern of positive Return-on-investment (ROI).  The Silver Comet Trail, the 

-trail has been studied and determine to have 
provided a 4-to-1 ROI2.   The Atlanta BeltLine, where only several miles have trails have opened the past 
couple years is reporting a ROI between 3-to-13 and 6-to-1.   

                                                      
2 Silver Comet Economic Impact Analysis and Planning Study, Northwest Georgia Regional Commission (2012) 

3 http://beltline.org/progress/planning/implementation-plan/ 
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Similarly, according to reports from the Executive Director of the Carrollton Greenbelt, home values adjacent 
to the trail are seeing increases of four (4) to seven (5) percent.   These local trails 
are on the same trend as systems across the nation.  An example is the Dallas, TX 
region where a recent study reported a ROI for the local trail system at 50-to-14.   
 
Specific to Griffin and Spalding County, a detailed predictive economic impact and cost- benefit analysis 
was undertaken as part of the CTP Update.   The analysis was based only the initial draft loop trail that 
was developed as part of the Needs Assessment.   
 
According to the report findings, the estimate of economic impact of local and non-local spending is about 
$48.0 million over ten years (in 2016 dollars).  Economic impact (output) includes taxes generated. The 
net benefit of the trail over ten years is estimated to be about $23.2 million, exclusive of expected growth 
in population, trail use and appreciation of property value: 
 
 

Benefits  $48.0 million 
Costs   $24.8 million 
Net Benefits  $23.2 million 

 
 
Over ten years, the benefit cost ratio is 1.94 and the return on investment is 94%, or 6.83% per year.  
Appendix K presents a copy of the detailed report summarizing the economic analysis.    
 

  

                                                      
4 Economic value of Dallas Parks, Dallas Park and Recreation Board, August, 20, 2015 

Benefits $48.0 million
Costs $24.8 million
Net Benefits $23.2 million
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CTP ACTION PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION 
 
 
The CTP Action Plan contains the highest priority recommendations of the CTP. These projects, listed in 
Table 18, should receive priority in funding and are more likely to be implemented in the near term. 
Project types include roadway, intersection, bridge, sidewalk, bikeway, and trail. Estimated project costs 
will be refined as projects advance.  
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